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Providence Women on the Frontier Video 
https://www.pbs.org/video/ksps-documentaries-providence-women-on-the-frontier/ 
 
Learning Target: I can explain the contributions Mother Joseph and the Sisters of Providence made to 
Northwest Washington.  
 
Directions:  As you watch the video, or after watching to video, answer the following questions in the box 
provided.  
 
1.  Emilie Gamelin in her youth organized charitable works around the city of Montreal such as soup kitchens to 
help people in need.  Think of a time you helped someone in need.  What did you do and how did your actions 
make you feel? 
 
 

 
2.  In five years, by the age of 28, Emilie Gamelin lost her three sons and her husband.  How do you think these 
losses changed her? 
 
 

 
3.  After the death of her husband and sons, Emilie Gamelin became active in improving her community by 
helping the elderly, the homeless, and the sick in Montreal.  How would you like to improve your community?  
 

 
 
5.  Esther Pariseau’s (later Mother Joseph’s) father wrote a passionate letter recommending her to the Sisters of 
Providence.  Describe a time when someone praised you.  How did this make you feel? 
 
 

 
6.  Mother Bernarda led the Sisters on a voyage to South America.  They ended up landing in Chile and 
establishing ministries there.  What is one place outside the country you’d like to visit?  What would you do 
there? 
 
 

 
7.  How do you think Mother Joseph and the Sisters felt when they landed in Fort Vancouver Washington? 
 
 



 
 
8.  Mother Joseph and the Sisters established the first school and hospital in the Pacific Northwest.  What do 
you think school was like during that time? 
 
 

 
 
9.  How do you think the native people in Montana felt when Mother Joseph and the Sisters arrived in their 
community?  Do you think they wanted the Sisters help, why or why not? 
 
 

 
 
10.  Mother Gamelin, Mother Bernarda and Mother Joseph have left a large legacy of ministries, hospitals, and 
schools around the world.  What would you like your legacy to be? 
 
 

 
Quickwrite:  Choose one of the women mentioned in the video.  Please use the RACE Strategy (I am looking 
for one well-written paragraph) to answer the following prompt: 
 
 Who do you think had a more positive impact on society, Emilie Gamelin or Mother Joseph?  Why? 
 
 

 


